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tyranny will someday see the light of free-
dom, and we ask for God’s continued guid-
ance and boundless love and His protection 
of all those in need during this holiday sea-
son. 

Laura and I wish all people of the Jewish 
faith a Happy Hanukkah. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
a Treaty Between the United States 
and Australia Concerning Defense 
Trade Cooperation 
December 3, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification the Treaty Between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of Australia 
Concerning Defense Trade Cooperation, 
done at Sydney, September 5, 2007. I trans-
mit also, for the information of the Senate, 
the report of the Department of State that 
includes an overview of this Treaty. 

My Administration is prepared to provide 
to the Senate for its information other rel-
evant documents, including proposed imple-
menting arrangements to be concluded pur-
suant to the Treaty, relevant correspondence 
with the Government of Australia, and pro-
posed amendments to the International Traf-
fic in Arms Regulations. 

This Treaty will allow for greater coopera-
tion between the United States and Australia, 
enhancing the operational capabilities and 
interoperability of the armed forces of both 
countries. I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to this 
Treaty. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 3, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 4. 

The President’s News Conference 

December 4, 2007 

The President. Good morning. I appre-
ciate the fact that the United States Senate 
is going to take up the free trade agreement 
with Peru today. This agreement will level 
the playing field for American goods and 
services. It will create new opportunities for 
investment. It will strengthen our friendship 
with a fellow democracy. The House of Rep-
resentatives has passed this bill. I congratu-
late the House leadership. And I certainly 
hope the Senate will pass it as well. This will 
be a very positive step. 

But Congress still has a lot to do and 
doesn’t have very much time to do it. Three 
weeks from today, Americans will celebrate 
Christmas, and three groups of Americans 
are waiting on Congress to act. The first 
group are the troops. Our troops are waiting 
on Congress to fund them in their operations 
overseas. Nearly 10 months ago, I submitted 
a detailed funding request. Congress has not 
acted. Our men and women shouldn’t have 
to wait any longer. 

Second, our intelligence professionals are 
waiting for Congress to act. The legislation 
Congress approved early this year to make 
sure our intelligence professionals can con-
tinue to effectively monitor terrorist commu-
nications is set to expire in February. Allow-
ing this law to lapse would open gaps in our 
intelligence and increase the danger to our 
country. Our intelligence professionals need 
these tools to keep our people safe, and they 
need Congress to ensure that these tools are 
not taken away. 

Third, American taxpayers are waiting on 
Congress to act. Congress has failed to pass 
legislation that will protect middle class fami-
lies from the burden of the Alternative Min-
imum Tax. If Congress doesn’t act, millions 
of Americans will be hit with an unexpected 
tax bill. And even if Congress does act by 
the end of the year, this action could delay 
the delivery of about $75 billion worth of tax 
refund checks. Congress expects Americans 
to pay their taxes on time, and the least the 
Congress can do is make sure Americans get 
their refunds on time. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:11 Dec 11, 2007 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P49DET4.007 P49DET4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

T


